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Falcon  Fest  celebration 


by  Vanessa  Manni 
News  Editor 


For  three  days  in  October, 
the  Falcon  Fest  Weekend  will 
assemble  one  of  the  largest 
gatherings  on  campus  in  over 
twenty  years.  Three  aspects  of 
Fitchburg  State  College: 
homecoming,  family,  and 
alumni,  will  be  the  center  of  this 
years  collaborative  celebration. 

Homecoming  events  begin 
on  Wednesday,  October  16, 
when  voting  takes  place  for 
Homecoming  King  and  Queen. 

On  Thursday,  October  17,  a 
"Year  of  the  Citizen"  Campus 
Clean-up  and  a  Falcon  Players 
Performance  have  been  planned. 
The  weekend  festivities 
begin  on  Friday,  October  1 8,  in 
the  Commuter  Cafe,  where 
family  and  friends  can  have  their 
pictures  taken  and 

"immortalized"  in  the  form  of  a 
button. 

Registration  will  take  place 
in  the  M&'M  lounge  from  6- 
9pm,  where  the  mysterious 
origin  of  the  "M&M"  name  will 
be  unveiled.  A  pep  rally  is 
scheduled  to  follow  on  the  quad, 
where  fireworks  will  light  up  the 
night.  A  free  concert  by  Rustic 
Overtones  will  occur  in  Percival 
Auditorium  at  10pm,  followed 
by  a  free  Midnight  Breakfast  in 
the  Commuter  Cafe. 


Campus  tours  will  be  given 
on  Saturday  afternoon  and 
various  activities  will  take  place 
at  the  Wallace  Civic  Center.  A 
showing  of  "James  and  the  Giant 
Peach"  in  Ellis  White  will  start 
at  3pm.  The  highlight  of  the 
weekend  will  be  an  evening  of 
laughs,  with  actor  and  comedian, 
Rondell  Sheridan.  The 
performance  will  take  place  in 
Weston  Auditorium  at  8:00pm 
and  admission  is  free. 

Among  the  athletic  events  to 


take  place  during  Falcon  Fest 
weekend  are  the  FSC  Field 
Hockey  vs.  Simmons  College, 
FSC  Football  Team  vs..  Mass 
Maritime,  and  FSC  Soccer  vs. 
Salem  State  College,  as  well  as 
the  Alumni  Volleyball  Game. 

The  Falcon  Fest  Weekend  is 
an  opportune  time  for  family, 
friends,  and  faculty  to  participate 
in  a  weekend  of  activities  and 
support  the  students,  athletes, 
organizations,  and  alumni. 


Walk  with  Sam  Adams 


by  Vanessa  Manni 
News  Editor 


Hear  Ye!  Hear  Ye!  Sam 
Adams  is  looking  for  guests  to 
attend  his  special  "tea  party"  and 
George  Washington  wants  to 
sign  up  recruits  to  help  the 
colonial  cause-  if  they  can  make 
it  past  the  British  and  up  Bunker 
Hill! 

Sam,  George,  and  many  more 
of  their  colonial  friends  will  help 
turn  back  the  clock  to  1776 
Boston  on  Sunday,  November 
3rd  as  part  of  the  second  annual 
Freedom  Trail  Walk  for  the 
Homeless. 

The  Freedom  Trail  Walk  for 
the  Homeless  will  follow  the  2.5 
mile  Freedom  Trail  in  Boston, 
passing  twenty  sites  of  historical 
significance  along  the  route. 
Costumed  colonial  characters 
will  entertain  walkers  along  the 
way  and  at  special  "theme"  rest 
stops,  including  Sam  Adams' 
Tea  Party,  colonial  games  and 
the  Bunker  Hill  Stairclimb 
Challenge.    The  Walk  starts  at 


the  Boston  Common  on  Sunday, 
November  3rd. 

Registration  forms  for  the 
Freedom  Trail  Walk  are 
available  at  Boston  area  Investor 
Centers,  Citizens  Banks,  and 
Store  24s  or  by  calling  the  Walk 


Hotline  at  (617)  534-2526x385. 
The  minimum  pledge  is  $10 
per  person  over  the  age  of  six, 
but  the  pledge  goal  is  $100  per 
person.  All  walkers  raising  over 


$  1 00  will  receive  a  special  Walk 
t-shirt  and  be  entered  into  a  raffle 
to  win  a  VIP  trip  for  four  to 
Washington,  D.C.  Walkers 
registering  by  mail  before 
October  25th  will  also  receive  a 
special  Freedom  Trail  Walk  for 
the  Homeless  hat  on  Walk  Day. 
Kids  under  the  age  of  17  who 
participate  in  a  special 
Scavenger  Hunt  during  the  walk 
are  eligible  for  a  raffle  to  win 
prizes,  including  movie,  ski,  and 
museum  passes. 

The  Freedom  Trail  Walk  for 
the  Homeless  benefits  the 
Friends  of  Boston's  Homeless, 
a  non-profit  organization  that 
develops  and  funds  job  training 
and  other  transitional  programs 
for  the  homeless  who  use  the 
City  of  Boston's  emergency 
shelters. 

The  Second  Annual  Freedom 
Trail  Walk  for  the  Homeless  is 
presented  by  Fidelity 
Investments  in  partnership  with 
media  sponsors  Fox  25,  the 
Boston  Herald,  and  WZLX-FM. 


The  great  debate: 

Swift  vs.  Olver 


by  Julie  Gasbarro 
Correspondent 


The  second  of  four  congressional  debates,  between 
Republican  candidate  Jane  Swift  and  incumbent  John  Olver, 
took  place  in  Weston  Auditorium  Tuesday,  October  8,  1996. 

Ann  Frantz,  editor  of  the  Fitchburg-Leominster  Sentinel 
and  Enterprise  was  the  moderator.  This  is  the  only 
congressional  event  that  will  take  place  in  northern  Worcester 
county.  Many  of  the  225  attendees  toted  signs,  supporting 
their  candidate. 

Olver  blames  twelve  years  of  Republican  presidents  for 
the  huge  deficit  that  Congress  must  amend.  He  asked  Swift 
if  she  would  vote  with  Gingrich  if  elected  to  Congress.  "I'm 
asking  you  to  run  on  your  30  years  of  public  service,"  said 
Swift,  "but  it  seems  your  more  interested  in  running  against 
some  good  old  boy  from  Georgia  than  running  against  a 
woman  who's  running  against  you." 

Swift  said  that  balancing  the  budget  is  "not  something  we 
have  to  decide  on,  but  something  we  have  to  do."  Balancing 
the  budget  is  Swift's  primary  goal.  She  believes  that  this  can 

be  done  by  streamlining  the  government's  spending. 

Olver  said  that  cutting  back  in  Medicare  was  not  the  proper 
way  to  fund  tax  cuts,  and  Swift  pointed  out  that  "you  (he) 
voted  the  other  way."  Olver  excused  this  mistake  by  saying 
that  he  sometimes  has  trouble  keeping  up  with  all  of  the  3,000 
votes  he  had  made  in  his  career. 

Welfare  reform  was  also  discussed.  Olver  is  for  raising 
the  minimum  wage,  again,  so  that  welfare  recipients  can 
afford  to  get  off  the  system  and  make  decent  money  at  their 
job.  Olver  said  that  a  big  problem  lies  in  the  fact  that  most 
welfare  recipients  are  not  educated  at  the  high  school  level, 
or  beyond.  The  only  jobs  that  they  could  get  are  at  the 
minimum  wage  level. 

"People  will  do  whatever  they  are  fiscally  enforced  to 
do,"  responded  Swift.  She  said  that  by  raising  children  on 
welfare  they  (welfare  recipients)  are  not  "realizing  the 
American  dream  like  the  rest  of  society."  Swift  said  that 
children  on  welfare  are  already  in  a  poverty  situation,  and 
unless  work  is  rewarded,  things  may  not  change.  Olver  voted 
against  the  MA  welfare  reform  bill,  which  he  claimed  would 
put  too  many  children  into  a  poverty  situation. 

When  asked  why  he  voted  for  criminal  records  not  to  be 
used  in  a  future  trial,  Olver  said  that  a  criminal  needs  to  be 
rehabilitated.  Once  a  person  is  rehabilitated,  their  past  should 
not  play  a  role  in  a  future  trial.  Swift  pointed  out  that  if  they 
are  on  trial  again,  "they  probably  have  not  been  strongly 
rehabilitated,  and  our  children's  safety  is  more  important  than 
worrying  about  whether  or  not  Joe  Schmo,  who  is  preying 
on  our  children  is  constitutional  rights  are,  being  violated.'' 
Swift  is  an  advocate  for  the  "truth  in  sentencing"  bill, 
which  would  have  inmates  serve  the  full  sentence  issued  to 
them.  She  said  that  criminal  activity,  and  police  patrolling, 
could  be  reduced  if  criminals  (mainly  a  repeat  offender)  were 
not  let  out  of  jail  on  account  of  a  technicality. 
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Newman  Center 

News 


by  Vanessa  Manni 
News  Editor 


On  Friday.  October  18,  1996,  from  6:00  pm  to  8:00  pm,  an 
art  show,  sponsored  by  the  Newman  Center  at  Fitchburg  State 
College,  will  take  place  in  the  Rev.  James  A.  Lehane  Chaplains' 
Lounge  located  at  the  Center  on  281  Highland  Avenue, 
Fitchburg. 

The  show  will  feature  a  local  artist,  Catherine  M.  Judge 
who  creates  spaces,  images,  and  sounds  which  celebrate 
moments  of  connection  and  an  expanding  sense  of  community. 
A  selection  of  her  drawings,  paintings,  and  sculptures  will  be 
on  display  including  her  most  recent  commission,  a  painting 
titled  "Cross  of  the  Ascension"  which  will  be  hung  at  St. 
Camillus  Church  where  Judge  is  a  parishioner. 

Judge  has  been  an  instructor  of  fine  arts  for  the  past  12 
years.  Most  recently,  she  has  taught  at  St.  Anselm  and 
Plymouth  State  College  in  New  Hampshire;  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  Lowell  and  Montachusett  Regional  Vocational 
Technical  School  in  Fitchburg  where  she  initiated  the  school's 
first  Fine  Arts  program. 

The  show  is  free  and  open  to  the  public.  For  further 
infornation,  please  contact  the  Newman  Center  at  342-7921 . 

On  Thursday,  October  24,  1996  at  1:30pm  the  Newman 
Center  will  sponsor  a  workshop  titled  "Voting:  Solidarity  and 
the  Common  Good,"  to  be  held  in  the  Rev.  James  A.  Lehane 
Chaplains'  Lounge,  located  at  the  center  at  281  Highland 
Avenue,  Fitchburg.  The  featured  speaker  will  be  James  G. 
Colbert,  Jr.  a  Philosophy  professor  at  the  college. 

The  topic  of  discussion  will  reflect  the  Bishops'  statement- 
"Political  Responsibility-Proclaiming  the  Gospel  of  Life, 
Protecting  the  Least  Among  Us,  and  Pursuing  the  Common 
Good."  This  discussion  of  religion  and  politics  is  most  timely 
as  we  approach  the  presidential  election  of  1 996.  As  principled 

people,  we  believe  that  our  faith  should  influence  all  of  our 
actions,  including  those  we  perform  as  citizens  and  voters. 
What  role  do  we  play  as  parish  leaders  in  helping  people 
prepare  for  the  November  elections?  How  do  we  discuss  the 
issues  without  endorsing  or  opposing  candidates  for  political 
office?  This  workshop  will  assist  with  the  answers. 

The  workshop  is  free  and  open  to  the  public.  For  Further 
Information,  please  contact  the  Newman  Center  at  342-7921 . 


Ride  the  "fright  train" 


by  Vanessa  Manni 
News  Editor 


The  Annual  Salem  Haunted 
Happenings  Festival  is  an 
internationally  recognized  event, 
which  draws  visitors  from  across 
the  county. 
The  kick-off 
celebration 
began  on  Friday, 
October  11, 
when  the 

M  B  T  A  '  s 
Commuter  Rail 
train  turned  into 
the  "Fright 
Train"  making  a 
spine-tingling 
trip  carrying 
Halloween  revelers  from  Boston 
to  Salem. 

The  Salem  Witch  Museum 
will  host  the  Spooktacular  Car 
Show  on  Sunday  October  20, 
rain  or  shine,  on  Salem 
Common,  Route  1A,  from  10 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.    Admission  is 


$3. 00  for  adults;  $1.00  per  child. 
For  more  information,  please 
call  the  Salem  Witch  Museum  at 
(508)745-1692. 

The  festival  will  be  held  for 
21  consecutive  days. 
Throughout  these  three  weeks 
leading  up  to 
Halloween  Day, 
there  will  be 
family  activities 
including 
psychic  fairs, 
tours  of  haunted 
venues,  and 
plays.  Over 
200,000  visitors 
are  expected  this 
year.  Last  year's 
Opening  Day 
events  drew  30,000  people  to  the 
city  of  Salem,  Massachusetts. 

For  further  information  on  the 
Salem  Haunted  Happenings 
Festival,  please  call  the  Salem 
Office  of  Tourism  at  (508)  745- 
9595. 


Bored? 

Explore  the  e-guide 


by  Vanessa  Manni 
News  Editor 


[Framingham,  MA]  Students 
and  university  businesses  can 
now  publicize  just  about  any 
event  for  free.  Whether  it  is 
promoting  a  sale,  hosting 
parties,  raising  money  for 
charity,  etc.,  e-guide  will  get  the 
message  seen  over  50,000  times 
each  month.  This  Framingham- 
based  company  on  the  internet 
is  helping  Massachusetts 
organizations  of  all  types  reach 
millions  of  people  at  no  cost,  e- 
guide  lists  all  types  of  local 
entertainment-related  events 
(art,  fairs,  charitable  events, 
movies,  music,  sales...)  as  long 
as  they  are  open  to  the  public. 
Any  listing  can  also  include 
detailed  descriptions. 

e-guide,  the  Massachusetts 
on-line  entertainment/restaurant 
guide  is  not  only  free  to 
advertise,  but  also  free  to  use. 
For  those  who  like  to  dine  out, 
e-guide  offers  a  dining  section 
where  menus  are  displayed 
(along  with  hours,  take-out  and 
delivery  options).  The  viewer 
can  even  e-mail  e-guide  with  a 


list  of  personal  favorites  they 
would  like  to  see  listed  (i.e.  a 
frequented  restaurant's  menu,  or 
a  favorite  band's  schedule),  and 
e-guide  will  add  those  places  to 
the  list.  Viewers  are  also  offered 
discounts  on-line  and  can 
participate  in  contests  to  win 
prizes. 

"I  couldn't  believe  how  great 
the  response  was  for  the  road 
race  that  I  helped  support  this 
summer... And  my  friends  and  I 
use  the  e-guide  all  the  time  to 
find  the  best  places  to  go  on  the 
weekends.  We  love  it!" — 
Vanessa  Smith,  Student, 
Framingham  State  College. 

e-guide  began  offering  its 
service  in  February  of  1 996,  and 
now  lists  thousands  of  events 
each  month.  Large  and  small 
organizations  alike  have 
benefited  from  e-guide's  service 
and  have  realized  the  potential 
of  this  very  new  media. 

For  further  information  call 
(508)  370-4077,  send  an  e-mail 
to  events@e-guide.com  or  visit 
the  web  site  at  http://www.e- 
guide.com 


Disabilities 

Support/Discussion  Group  Meetings  for  Students  with 
Disabilities 


Oct  22  In  Search  of  Ourselves:  Exploring  Self-Esteem 
Presenter:  Kathy  Larocco 

Oct  29  Independence:  Can  I  Really  Make  It  On  My  Own 
Presenter:  Joe  Belil,  Center  for  Living  &  Working 

Nov  5  Disability  &  Substance  Abuse:  More  Common  Than 
You  Think 
Presenter:  Diane  Rose 

Nov  12  We  Have  Bodies  Too:  Being  Comfortable  with  Our 

Sexuality 

Presenter:  Cindy  Purcell 

Nov  19   Staying  Connected:    Building  your  own  Support 

Group 

Presenter:  Willa  Peterson 

Meetings  are  from  3:30  -  4:30  p.m.  in  the  Hammond 
Building,  room  B-26.  For  more  information,  please  call 
Project  Enable  at  x3064. 


STROBE  STAFF 

Co-Editors-in-Chief 

ANNA  ALLEN 

SONJA  RANDALL 

Managing  Editor 

SCOTT  GOMES 

News  Editor 

VANESSA  MANNI 

Features  Editor 

MELISSA  CORDEIRO 

Opinion  Editor 

KEITH  FREDERICKS 

Assistant  Opinion  Editor 

JOEL  HURLEY 

A&E  Editor 

RICK  RODRICKS 

Sports  Editor 

MIKE  POIRIER 

Associate  Editor 

KATHY  GHEOGHAN 

Photo  Editor 

PHILIP  MAIEWSKI 

Copy  Editors 

VACANT 

Production  Manager 

BRIAN  LAMY 

Advertising  Manager 

SETH  WERESKA 

■     Business  Manager 

RICARDO  MELO 

Faculty  Advisor 
TODD  REDDING 

The  Strobe  considers  for  publi- 
cation letters  to  the  editor  on  any 
topic  of  interest  to  the  Fitchburg 
State  College  community.  All  sub- 
missions run  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Editor-in-Chief  and  are  subject  to 
editing  for  style  and  length.  All 
articles  must  be  typed  or  legibly 
hand-written  and  include  a  name 
and  phone  number  in  case  of  ques- 
tions. All  letters  in  response  to  a 
Strobe  article  must  be  submitted 
within  two  days  after  the  article  is 
published. 

Announcements  should  be 
short,  including  dates,  places,  times 
and  a  contact  person. 

The  Strobe  is  the  student  news- 
paper of  Fitchburg  State  College. 
The  reprinting  of  any  material 
herein  is  prohibited  without  the 
express  written  consent  of  the  Edi- 
tor-in-Chief. All  material  submit- 
ted to  The  Strobe  becomes  the 
property  of  The  Strobe. 


Psychology  Club  book  sale 


by  Julie  Gasbarro 
Correspondent 


The  Psychology  Club  is 
preparing  for  their  upcoming 
bake  sale  on  Thursday  October 
24.  The  table  will  be  set  up  in 
G-Lobby  from  8am  until  3:30 
PM.  Proceeds  from  the  bake 
sale  will  help  fund  community 
projects.  Items  at  the  sale  will 
include;  brownies,  rice  crispie 
treats,  caramel  apples,  cookies, 


cupcakes,  and  apple  cider. 

A  trip  to  Three  Pyramids,  a 
community  center  where  kids 
can  go  after  school,  is  also  being 
planned  for  next  semester.  The 
Psychology  Club  will  be  helping 
the  kids  make  holiday  cards  for 
their  families. 

With  Thanksgiving 
approaching,  the  club  will  be 
holding  a  canned  food  drive  for 
the  less  fortunate.  Donation 
sights  will  be  set  up  around 


campus.  All  donations  will  be 
donated  to  Our  Fathers  Table,  a 
kitchen  for  people  who  cannot 
afford  meals. 

Anybody  interested  in 
joining  the  Psychology  Club, 
even  if  you're  not  a  psychology, 
major,  is  welcome  to  attend  the 
weekly  meetings,  Thursday  at 
1:30  in  P5.  We  will  be  having 
several  roundtable  discussions 
this  semester,  and  as  always, 
everybody  is  welcome! 
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ADVERTISE  IN  THE  STROBE 


PKOFTI$ 


Advertising  Rates 

Full  Page : $175.^ 

1/2  Page. $100.^ 

1/4  Page... $  50  ® 

1/8  Page $  40.22 

Business  Card *   l5.Qfi 

Classifieds:  25  or  lesswords $  10.M 

for  every  10  words  thereafter $     2.QQ 


Advertising  Discounts:     If  an  advertisment  is  run  3  times  during  the 

course  of  a  semester,  there  will  be  a  20% 
discount  deducted  from  the  total  invoice. 


Placing  an  Advertisment:  To  place  an  advertisment  in  The  Strobe,  the 

ad  must  be  recieved  no  later  than  the  Friday 
prior  to  the  publication  date. 
The  ad  may  be  faxed,  mailed,  or  dropped  off 
at  our  office  in  the  basement  of  the 
Hammond  Building. 


EXPAND  YOUR  BUSINESS  INTO  THE  FITCHBURG  COLLEGE  COMMUNITY 
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Bagel  bites 


?f 


by  Melissa  Cordeiro 
Features  Editor 


Read  a  book,  eat  a  bagel.  A  yummy  new  concept  for  the 
Fitchburg  area. 

The  hip,  and  modern  bagel  frenzy  has  hit  Main  Street  with 
the  Park  Square  Book  &  Bagel. 

The  Book  &  Bagel  enterprise  accompanies  other  businesses 
in  this  important  financial  district.  Ted  Brovitz,  Executive 
Director  of  Fitchburg  By  Design  ,  felt  a  desperate  need  for  a 
book  store  in  this  area.  Fitchburg  by  Design  is  a  group  of 
local  business  people  who  have  recognized  the  need  to 
establish  a  better  financial  domain. 

To  settle  this  deficiency,  Brovitz  spoke  with  Jack  Smith 
and  his  wife,  present  owners  of  the  Book  &  Bagel.  Originally, 
they  conducted  Book  Fairs  at  various  places,  such  as  hospitals 
and  schools,  including  FSC. 

What  was  lacking,  and  what  the  business  people  wanted, 
was  good  gourmet  coffee.  The  second  thing  was  bagels," 
said  Smith.  "This  is  a  trend  on  the  west  coast  and  is  spreading 
east."  This  is  when  Smith  and  Manager,  Lia  Jinks,  came  up 
with  the  idea  of  a  coffee  and  bagel  bar. 

Overall,  the  student  opinion  is  dominantly  positive.  One 
student  said,  "I  think  it's  an  excellent  idea.  It's  a  nice  relaxing 
concept.  Usually  when  you  go  to  the  book  store  you  have  to 
jostle  with  people.  This  seems  like  it  would  be  kind  of 
relaxed." 

Hoping  to  attract  college  kids,  this  quaint  enterprise  serves 
Green  Dragon  Coffee  with  a  large  selection  of  flavored  coffee, 
tea,  and  hot  chocolate.  Reading  material  includes  newspapers, 
magazines,  books,  and  a  casual  art  gallery  for  up  and  coming 
artists,  possibly  students,  to  submit  their  work  to  be  displayed. 

-Students  are  urged  to  check  out  the  Park  Square  Book  & 
Bagel,  on  621  Main  Street,  with  this  invitation  to  a  free  'short 
cup'  of  coffee,  hot  chocolate,  or  tea. 


Are  you  suffering  from 

chemical  imbalance? 


by  Kristin  Kinville 
Correspondant 


Depression  is  defined  as  a 
chemical  imbalance  of  the 
brain,"  said  a  counselor  from 
Counseling  Services  at  one  of 
the  National  Depression 
Screening  Day  (NDSD) 
presentations  in  the  G-rooms, 
October  10th. 

Over  17  million  people  are 
affected  by  depression  each  year 
and  less  than  half  seek 
treatment.  Two  times  more 
women  experience  it  than  men, 
and  one  out  of  five  adults  will 
experience  depression  during 
their  life  time.  According  to  the 
counselors  of  NDSD  screening, 
80%-90%  of  those  who  seek 
treatment  will  see  improvement 
in  their  lives. 

The  seminar  consisted  of  a 
fifteen  minute  lecture  about  the 
signs  and  symptoms  of 
depression.  Afterward  people 
filled  out  questionnaires  about 
themselves  and  different  aspects 
of  their  lives. 

Some  common  symptoms  of 
depression  are:  a  diminished 
interest  in  activities  that  one 
once  enjoyed,  a  significant 
change  in  diet  and/or  weight, 


chronic  fatigue  or  loss  of  energy, 
lack  of  concentration,  and 
indecision,  feeling  of 
worthlessness,  and  thoughts  of 
suicide. 

There  are  four  types  of 
depression:  Major  Depression, 
Dysthymia,  Bipolar  Depression, 
and  Seasonal  Affect  Disorder. 
Major  Depression  has  at  least 
five  of  the  above  symptoms. 
Dysthymia  has  two  to  three  of 
the  above  mentioned  symptoms, 
and  is  long  term  (six  months  to 
two  years  or  more).  Bipolar 
depression  is  indicated  by 
violent  mood  swings,  extreme 
highs  and  lows.  Seasonal  Affect 
Disorder  is  depression  that  sets 
in  when  natural  sunlight  is 
decreased  (depression  increases 
during  the  winter  and  subsides 
in  the  spring).  All  four  types  are 
treatable  with  therapy  and 
medication. 

If  you  think  you  would  like 
to  be  evaluated  and  receive  a 
diagnosis,  or  would  just  like  to 
talk  to  someone,  stop  by 
Counseling  Services  on  the  third 
floor  of  the  Hammond  Building. 
You  can  also  call  The  National 
Depressive  and  Manic- 
Depressive  Association,  at  1- 
800-82-NDMDA. 


Thank  you 

from  Mrs,  Afarian 


On  that  bright  Saturday  afternoon  in  July  when  my  dear  son  Peter  kissed  me  and  said  goodbye, 
little  did  I  know  that  it  was  for  the  last  time.  Our  hearts  are  broken  by  his  tragic  and  sudden  death.  He 
brought  sunshine  into  our  lives  in  many  ways.  Peter's  loss  has  been  a  terrible  nightmare  for  my 
husband,  Katchik,  my  son  Gregory,  and  myself.  If  we  could  only  wake  up  and  have  all  of  this  go 
away!  But  it  can't  be  so. 

We  want  you  to  know  that  we  could  not  have  made  it  through  these  difficult  days  without  the 
support  we  received..  The  outpour  of  cards,  flowers  and  expressions  of  sympathy  from  the  faculty 
members  and  students  of  Fitchburg  State  College  was  overwhelming  and  for  that  we  are  truly  grateful. 
Our  faith  in  God  and  all  the  kindness  shown  to  us  by  everyone  has  helped  to  ease  the  pain  and  emptiness 
we  feel  in  our  hearts.  Words  cannot  express  the  feelings  we  have.  Everyday  we  hear  how  Peter 
touched  the  lives  of  people.  Our  happy  thoughts  of  Peter  will  keep  his  memory  alive  forever. 

Because  of  Peter's  love  and  devotion  for  hockey,  the  family  has  established  a  hockey  scholarship 
fund  in  his  name.  Contributions  may  be  sent  to  the:  Peter  Afarian  Scholarship  Fund,  c/o  Andover 
Bank,  61  Main  Street,  Andover,  MA  01810,  Attn:  Michele  Hadad. 

Peter's  Mom 

4  Ferndale  Avenue 

Andover,  MA  01810 


***FREE  TRIPS  &  CASH!*** 

Find  out  how  hundreds  of  student  representatives 
are  already  earning  FREE  TRIPS  and  LOTS  OF 
CASH  with  America's  #1  Spring  Break 
company!  Sell  only  15  trips  and  travel  free! 
Cancun,  Bahamas,  Mazatlan,  Jamaica  or  Florida' 
CAMPUS  MANAGER  POSITIONS  ALSO 
AVAILABLE.  Call  Now!  TAKE  A  BREAK 
STUDENT  TRAVEL  (800)  95-BREAK! 


Help  Wanted 

Men/Women  earn  $480  weekly  assembling 

circuit  boards/electronic  components  at 

home.  Experience  unnecessary,  will  train. 

Immediate  openings  in  your  local  area. 

call  -520-680-7891 

ext.  c200 
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Helping  the  homeless 


by  Melissa  Cordeiro 
Features  Editor 

Concrete  doesn't  make 
much  of  a  pillow,  and  a 
newspaper  hardly  keeps  a 
person  warm  on  a  cold  winter's 
night.  Homelessness  is  a 
serious  problem,  and  it  can 
happen  to  anyone. 

The  homeless  struggle  to 
survive  everyday,  often  sleeping 
in  abandoned  buildings  or 
secluded  sites.  In  Fitchburg  the 
percentage  of  unemployment  is 
7%,  peaking  above  the  nations 
percentage  of  5%.  At  55 
Lunenburg  Street  in  Fitchburg 
people  without  housing  are 
taken  into  the  arms  of  Our 
Father's  House. 

Our  Father's  House  has 
assisted  over  700  individuals 
each  year  since  March  4,  1 985. 
Those  individuals  taken  in 
range  between  the  age  1 8  to  35 
for  men,  and  between  25  and  35 
years  of  age  for  women. 

"At  least  40%  of  the  persons 
who  seek  shelter  here  already 
have  jobs,  but  are  homeless  due 
to  minimum  wage,  temporary 
employment  and  the  rising  cost 
of  housing,"  said  Executive 
Director  of  Our  Father's  House, 
Barbara  Garneou. 

"These  days  a  lot  of  people 
are  close  to  being  homeless, 
many  people  like  to  say  it  would 
never  happen  to  them,"  said 
staff  member  Adam  Butler. 
"These  people  are  just  going 
through  a  different  situation." 

Anyone  over  the  age  of  1 8 
who  is  not  actively  using  drugs 
or  alcohol,  and  is  not  in  acute 
psychiatric  crisis  is  accepted 
into  the  house. 

"At  least  85%  of  our  guests 
have  had  histories  of  substance 
abuse  which  has  not  only 
destroyed  the  family  and  friend 
relationships  that  are  a  usual 
safety  net  in  times  of  crisis,  but 
their  addiction  may  have  also 
caused  them  to  lose  whatever 
housing  or  employment  they 
may  have  had,"  said  Garneou. 
Taking  in  a  guest  is  a 


complicated  process  aimed  to 
help  the  individual  in  the  end. 

"First  the  staff  asks  questions 
over  the  phone,"  said  Garneou. 
"We  have  a  case  manager  to 
conduct  a  needs  assessment  and 
then  we  provide  services  based 
on  the  needs  of  each  person. 
Every  person  that  comes  in  may 
present  two  or  three  problems, 
not  just  one.  We  have  to  make 
sure  they're  getting  help  so  we 
develop  service  plans  for  them." 
Examples  of  these  plans 
include  referring  battered 
women  to  shelters,  like  the 
Battered  Women  Resources  in 
Fitchburg.  According  to 
Garneou,  most  cases  are  alcohol 
related  and  result  in  a  referral  to 
Leominster  Detox. 

At  the  shelter  the  guests  are 
assisted  by  the  staff  in  their 
search  for  a  job  and  housing. 
They  receive  three  meals  a  day, 
and  have  access  to  laundry 
facilities.  Despite  the  change, 
these  individuals  are  going 
through  they  are  hopeful  and 
spirited  as  a  group. 

"I  love  the  shelter.  They  give 
us  a  lot  of  help,"  said  Tim.  Tim 
is  41,  and  entered  the  shelter 
about  two  weeks  ago. 

"I  got  here  because  I  had  an 
alcohol  problem.  Many  years 
ago  I  got  struck  by  a  vehicle 
while  on  my  bicycle.  When  I  got 
out  of  the  hospital  I  started 
working  again,  but  mentally  and 
physically  I  couldn't  do  it 
because  I  was  so  weak. 
Mentally  I  had  no  interest 
because  of  a  mental  coma.  This 
caused  me  not  to  be  able  to  work 
and  then  I  resorted  to  drinking," 
he  said. 

Tim  got  help  and  is  now 
looking  forward  to  the  future, 
when  he  can  work. 

"My  goal  is  to  get  a  business 
in  repairing  and  refinishing 
antique  furniture,  (that's  what  I 
used  to  do),"  he  said. 

John,  26,  swore  that  if  it 
wasn't  for  Our  Father's  House 
he'd  either  be  dead  or  in  jail. 
"They  accepted  me  in  this 


P.  S.  Mueller 


house,  showing  me  a  better  way 
of  life  without  drugs,"  said  John. 

"After  graduation  I  was  in  a 
gang,  selling  drugs.  I  started 
doing  drugs  when  I  was  15  (in 
Boston),  and  ended  when  I  came 
here.  I  can't  afford  a  home  and 
this  place  was  great  because  it 
helps  you  get  stable  and  save 
money,"  he  said. 

This  atmosphere  is  ideal  for 
John  to  achieve  his  goal:  getting 
his  own  home,  and  somewhere 
down  the  road  maybe  continuing 
his  education  a  little  further.  His 
advice  to  college  kids  was, 
"...Stay  in  school.  Knowledge 
is  the  best  weapon  in  the  world, 
take  it  from  a  gang  member." 

While  in  the  hospital  for 
alcohol  seizures,  Jean,  who  is  34, 
was  advised  by  someone  to  stay 
at  Our  Father's  House. 

Out  of  high  school  I  became 
a  full  blown  alcoholic.  I  worked 
for  many  years,  then  realized  I 
was  in  a  depressed  state.  It  hit 
me  pretty  hard.  I  gave  up  on 
everything,"  she  said. 

After  losing  her  house,  Jean 
moved  around,  staying  at  her 
friends  house,  in  the  woods,  or 
anywhere  she  could  find. 

"I  chose  this  place  because  it 
had  structure  to  it.  They're  strict, 
but  helpful,"  she  said.  "They're 
excellent  because  they  try  to 
keep  you  away  from  things  that 
keep  you  down  in  life." 

Tim  shared  this  positive 
opinion  of  the  shelter. 

"They  give  us  a  lot  of  help, 
the  staff  is  extremely  generous. 
They're  beautiful  people.  I've 
been  to  one  before,  and  this  is 
100%  better,"  he  said. 

As  for  the  staff,  they  are 
enthusiastic  in  helping  these 
people  in  need. 

"I  love  working  here.  I'm 
giving  to  the  community,"  said 
Butler.  "People  in  this  situation 
need  a  little  help.  We  get  a  lot 
of  people  coming  back,  or 
calling  saying,  'I'm  still  sober 
and  clean,  thanks  guys!'  This  is 
a  stepping  stone  for  a  lot  of 
people."    . 


Police  Log 

SUNDAY,  September  29,  1996 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE-  Officer  responded  to  Ross 
Street  lot  for  a  Medical  Call. 

MOTOR  VEHICLE-  Verbal  warning  given  to  operator 
for  traveling  wrong  way  on  a  one-way  street. 
REQUEST  FOR  POLICE-  Call  for  people  roller  blading 
on  the  ramp  at  Herlihy  Hall. 


MONDAY,  September  30,  1996 

ASSIST  OTHER  PD-  Officers  responded  to  Athletic 

Field  to  assist  Fitchburg  Police  in  apprehending  two  B&E 

suspects  that  fled  into  the  woods  surrounding  the  field. 

DISPERSAL-  Officer  dispersed  local  youths  from  North 

Street  lot  for  sitting  on  parked  cars. 

VANDALISM-  To  FSC  property  in  the  Hammond  Quad 

investigated. 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE-  Officers  respond  to  a  call  of 

a  male  in  the  bushes  outside  Aubuchon  Hall. 

PARKING  COMPLAINTS-  Residents  of  Clinton  St. 

called  regarding  illegal  parking. 

TUESDAY,  October  1,1996 

ASSIST  OTHER  PD-  Fitchburg  and  campus  Police 

recovered  evidence  from  the  Athletic  Field  that  was 

involved  in  the  B&E  arrests  that  occurred  the  night  of 

Sept.  30,  1996. 

DISPERSAL-  Of  local  skate  boarders  in  the  Ross  St. 

Parking  Lot. 

PARKING  COMPLAINT-  Residents  of  Highland  Ave 

called  regarding  continuous  problems  on  illegal  parked 

cars  in  front  of  their  driveways. 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE-  Emergency  message  delivered 

to  a  member  of  the  faculty. 

SUSPICIOUS  ACTIVITY-  Officers  responded  to  a  report 

of  a  suspicious  subject  in  Aubuchon  Hall.  Person  gone 

upon  officer's  arrival. 

WEDNESDAY,  October  2, 1996 

NOISE   COMPLAINTS-   Three    noise   complaints 

regarding  excessive  noise  coming  from  outside  Town 

House  #2.  Spoke  to  residents  and  they  agreed  to  move 

inside. 

FIRE  ALARM-  Accidental  activation  of  detector  at  the 

Town  Houses. 

ASSIST  OTHER  PD-  Officer  administered  breathalyzer 

for  a  suspect  Fitchburg  Police  arrested. 

ARSON-  investigated  at  Russell  Towers. 

ASSIST  OTHER  POLICE-  Officer  received  information 

on  a  possible  Armed  Robbery/Assault  &  Battery  with  a 

dangerous  weapon  that  may  have  occurred  in  the  North 

Street  #4  lot.    This  information  relayed  to  Fitchburg 

Police. 

THURSDAY,  October  3,  1996 

AMBULANCE  CALL-  Officers  and  Patriot  Ambulance 
responded  to  Aubuchon  Hall  for  a  medical  call. 
DISTURBANCE-  Officers  requested  to  respond  lo 
WXPL  for  a  disturbance.  Dispersed  approx.  20  unwanted 
visitors  from  the  radio  station. 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENT-  Minor  accident 
investigated  in  the  Lower  Western  Lot. 
B&E/LARCENY-  Of  personal  property  from  automobile 
parked  in  the  North  St.  #2  Lot. 

FRIDAY,  October  4,  1996 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE-  Medical  call  at  Health 
Services,  transportation  arranged  to  Burbank  Hospital. 
ASSIST  OTHER  POLICE-  Officer  assisted  Fitchburg 
Police  in  locating  three  individuals  from  Mara  Village. 
DISPERSAL-  Of  two  individuals  from  Elliot  Field. 
FIRE  ALARM-  Faulty  detector  activated  alarm  at  Mara 
Village. 

SATURDAY,  October  5,  1996 

TRESPASSING-  Officers  responded  to  Russell  Towers 
for  a  report  of  a  subject  running  past  the  front  desk.  Area 
checked,  unable  lo  locate. 

ASSIST  OTHER  PD-  Officer  assisted  Fitchburg  Police 
with  information  regarding  an  investigation. 
REQUEST  FOR  POLICE-  Officers  responded  lo  Elliot 
Field  to  a  complaint  about  cars  on  the  streel  across  from 
Field. 

SUNDAY,  October  6,  1996 

DISPERSAL-  Of  subject  from  the  Town  House  lot. 
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Listen  to  your  voices 


by  Keith  Fredericks 
Opinion  Co-Editor 


I  have  a  bone  to  pick  with 
some  of  the  teachers  here  at 
F.S.C.  The  teachers  who  just 
go  through  the  motions  while 
not  caring  who  learns,  know 
who  they  are. 

Don't  get  me  wrong,  there 
are  some  fantastic  teachers  at 
F.S.C.  from  whom  I  have 
learned  a  great  deal.  There  are 
some  teachers  however  who 
don't  take  into  consideration 
that  not  all  students  have  a 
photographic  memory.  They 
hardly  use  the  blackboard  and 
don't  speak  clearly  enough. 
When  they  do  speak  clearly 
they      often      speak      in 


meaningless    jargon.    They 
encourage  questions  in  class  yet 
never  stop  talking  long  enough 
to  allow  student  involvement. 
The  curve  balls  they  throw  in 

"When  they 
do  speak 
clearly  they 
often  speak  in 
meaningless 
jargon." 

exams  aren't  all  fun  either. 
Sometimes  an  exam  has 
questions  so  twisted  that  you'd 


think  you're  watching 
"Twister."  Some  of  the  exam 
questions  relate  to 
information  that  was  given  in 
some  "fly-by"  sentence 
statement  weeks  before.  It's 
difficult  to  take  notes  on 
every  little  thing  the  teacher 
says.  When  there  is  an 
important  fact,  it  would  be 
nice  to  have  it  identified  as 
such  so  I  can  include  it  in  my 
notes. 

I  take  notes,  attend 
classes,  read  what's  required, 
and  study  for  tests.  I'm 
willing  to  work  hard  and  I  do 
well.  I  don't  need  to  tolerate 
teachers  who  just  go  through 
the  motions  without  caring 
for  their  students. 


Maximizing  the  learning  process 


by  Gerald  Higdon 
Department  of  Mathematics 


In  response  to  Ms.  Kimberly 
White's  article  "F.S.C.  + 
Summer  =  No  class"  (The 
Strobe,  September  25,  1996) 
several  points  need  to  be  made. 
Ms.  White  appears  to  object  to 
two  situations;  the  general 
course  format  involving  so- 
called  "math  labs,"  and  the  time 
overlap  in  these  labs  between 
two  courses,  Basic  Math  I  and 
Basic  Math  II. 

"The 

Department  of 

Mathmatics  at 

F.S.C 

welcomes 

constructive 

suggestions. 


rr 


With  respect  to  the  "math 
lab"  format  it  should  first  be 
pointed  out  that  both  Basic  Math 
I  and  Basic  Math  II  cover  topics 
which  are  included  in  High 
School  mathematics.  As  such, 
the  material  is  being  reviewed. 
Problem  sessions  conducted 
during  class  time  are  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  an 
environment  for  good  working 
habits  and  for  fostering 
"cooperative  learning"  in 
mathematics.  The  mathematics 
community  in  general  and  the 
department  of  mathematics  here 
at  the  College  continue  to 
experiment  with  various 
approaches  of  teaching  in  all 
courses,  particularly  remedial 
ones,  in  an  effort  to  maximize 
the  learning  process. 

Ms.  White  objects  to  not 
being  "taught  anything"  during 
the  lab  time.  Mathematicians  in 
the  past  have  been  criticized  for 
relying  too  much  on  the  "chalk 
and  talk"  method  of  teaching. 
Watching  a  professor  doing 
mathematics  at  the  board 
certainly  has  value.  It  enables 
the  student  to  see  how  it  is  done. 


The  student  however,  learns 
mathematics  by  practicing  it.  I 
see  how  to  hit  a  top  spin  passing 
shot  by  watching  my  local 
tennis  pro  hitting  such  a  shot.  I 
learn  how  to  do  it  myself  by 
repeated  practice. 

Secondly,  Ms.  White's 
objection  to  the  timing  overlap 
merits  consideration.  The 
mathematics  faculty  members 
here  at  this  college  regularly 
give  four  contact  hours  of  class 
time  for  three  credits  to  teaching 
load  in  Basic  Math  I  and  Basic 
Math  II.  Thus  it  was  considered 
that  the  overlapping  labs 
provided  a  reasonable  format 
for  the  summer  courses.  There 
have  been  no  objections  in  the 
past  but  Ms.  White's  concern 
with  this  situation  will  be 
considered  in  future  scheduling. 
Finally,  let  it  be  noted  that 
the  Department  of  Mathematics 
at  F.S.C.  welcomes  constructive 
suggestions  in  these  and  other 
areas  in  its  continuing  efforts  to 
improve  teaching  and  promote 
the  discipline  and  practice  of 
mathematics. 


Mail  in  what! 


by  Scott  Gomes 
Managing  Editor 


Upon  going  home  this  week- 
end, I  saw  a  lot  of  interesting 
things,  including  a  car  going 
backwards  on  route  two.  What 
really  made  my  jaw  drop  this 
weekend  was  nothing  more  than 
a  simple  commercial. 

This  commercial  started  like 
any  other  with  an  extremely  at- 
tractive woman  was  in  her  liv- 
ing room.  Must  be  another  "not 
so  fresh  feeling"  commercial  I 
thought  to  myself.  What  came 
out  of  her  mouth  was  absolutely 
astonishing.  It  was  something 
along  the  lines  of  I  could  be  HIV 
positive  and  I'm  not  sure.  A 
couple  of  stray  thoughts  came 
into  mind  such  as,  "if  you  had 
unprotected  sex  recently  there 
might  be  a  good  chance,  go  see 
your  doctor." 

This  is  the  part  that  gets  me. 
The  woman  continued  by  say- 
ing that  she  should  really  get 
tested  to  be  sure.  For  only  49.95 
on  your  Mastercard,  Visa,  Dis- 
cover, or  American  Express 
card,  you,  the  home  viewer,  like 
this  very  beautiful  woman,  can 
order,  by  phone,  your  own, 
anonymous,  no  one  has  to  know 
about,  home,  HIV  test  kit! 

"You've  got  to  be  kidding 
me,"  was  the  thought  going 
through  my  mind.  Wait,  it  gets 
better.  After  you  administer  this 


home  HIV  test  kit,  you  mail  it  out, 
remembering  to  keep  your  anony- 
mous reference  id  number,  which 
you  purchased  by  credit  card,  and 
of  course  there  is  no  record  any- 
where tracing  your  test  number  to 
your  credit  card  number,  you  wait 
three  days,  call  their  number,  and 
receive  your  test  result. 

Getting  back  to  the  commer- 
cial, our  lovely  spokeswoman 
has  just  put  down  the  phone 
looks  at  the  camera  and  smiles 
and  says  "I'm  ok.. ..I'm  ok." 
What  if  she  wasn't  ok?  Who  is 
on  the  other  end  of  the  phone? 
A  human  being  telling  a  com- 
plete stranger  that  she  is  HIV 
positive?  Or  is  it  just  a  com- 
puterized recording  saying,  yes 
or  no?  Let  us  continue  to  as- 
sume that  she  wasn't  "ok,"  will 
this  product  give  her  advise  or 
will  it  just  say  we're  sorry  you 
can  retake  the  test  for  another 
49.95. 

What  about  administering  the 
test  to  your  self?  Is  one  actually 
to  take  a  vile  of  their  own  blood 
and  properly  handle  it  and  send  it 
out?  Don't  our  nursing  students 
have  to  go  through  4  years  of 
school  to  start  to  do  that? 

Am  I  the  only  one  that  is  both- 
ered by  this?  I  understand  the 
need  for  confidentiality  and  pri- 
vacy but  come  on. ..mail  in  HIV 
tests?  What  are  these  people 
thinking? 


Watch  your  step 


by  Joel  Hurley 
Opinion  Co-Editor 


No  sooner  do  you  get  to  class,  sit  down,  and  start  taking  out  your 
materials  when  you  begin  to  notice  a  strange  scent  in  the  air. 
Apparently  everyone  around  you  has  also  noticed  the  strange 
emanation  as  they  too  are  looking  for  its  source.  Slowly  lifting  your 
heel  you  realize  that  you  are  the  unfortunate  bearer  of  bad  odors. 

Has  this  happened  to  you?  Well  if  it  hasn't,  I'm  sure  you  have  had 
a    close    encounter    of    the 


ii 


if  one's  pup 
misplaces  its 
kibble...  the 
owner  should 
relocate  it  to  a 
less  lively 


area. 


yy 


odoriferous  kind.  It  seems  that 
every  patch  of  grass  on  campus 
lately  has  been  fertilized  by  one 
of  our  furry  friends.  I've  had 
near  misses  at  both  the 
Townhouses  and  Mara  Village, 
and  one  quite  unpleasant  mishap 
on  the  quad. 

Those  of  you  who  have  a  dog 
will  probably  take  offense  to  this 
article  because  your  dog  can't 
decide  where  to  and  where  not 
to  do  his  stuff.  Because  the  dog 
is  your  pet  he  is  also  your 
responsibility.  In  cities  such  as  .— 

Fitchburg  dogs  should  be  kept  on  a  leash,  for  their  safety,  the  safety 
of  people,  and  the  safety  of  good  footwear. 

To  some  of  the  people  who  do  have  their  dogs  on  leashes,  double 
doo-doo  to  you  for  still  allowing  Rover  to  do  his  business  wherever 
he  has  the  urge.  Just  last  night  I  witnessed  a  young  lady  allow  her 
four  legged  friend  to  secure  a  landmine  next  to  Miller  hall.  I 
understand  that  there  isn't  much  place  in  a  city  for  doggy  privacy, 
and  Fitchburg  does  not  enforce  any  pooper-scooper  laws.  I  only 
suggest  that  if  one's  pup  misplaces  its  kibble  in  the  way  of  any  general 
foot  traffic,  the  owner  should  relocate  it  to  a  less  lively  area. 

I  understand  that  there  are  are  many  neighborhood  strays  around, 
but  the  less  foot  putty  around  campus  the  better  for  all  our  noses. 
Thank  vnn  for  allowing  me  to  clear  the  air. 
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Letter  to  the  Editor 


Letter  to  the  Editor(s) 
by  Randy  Meech 


When  one  of  your  reporters  conducted  an  interview  last  week  for  an  article  about  the  Falcon 
Player's  fall  play,  Rites  of  Regression,  I  was  pleased  at  your  initiative  in  covering  our  production.  I 
wasn't  expecting  an  article  from  the  New  Yorker,-  but  I  had  at  least  hoped  for  the  inoffensive, 
ungrammatical  dullness  which  you  normally  serve  up.  Incredible,  I  was  horrified.  Your  spelling 
errors,  most  notably  of  our  title  in  your  headline,  proves  your  paper  to  be  an  even  muddier  sink  of 
incompetency  than  I  had  supposed.  I  would  like  to  run  over  a  few  of  the  more  glaring  horrors  of  this 
article: 

1 .  The  first  sentence  is  meaningless:  "Live  talent  entertainment  will  come  alive  when  the  falcon  players 
take  the  stage." 

2.  The  second  sentence,  featuring  a  misspelling  of  the  author's  name,  is  unquestionably  grammatically 
incorrect.  'Falcon  Players'  should  also  be  capitalized,  as  it  is  in  other  sections  of  the  article. 

3.  In  the  misquote  from  Andrew  Bayiates,  there  are  many  problems: 

A.  'Liberal  Arts'  should  be  capitalized  consistently. 

B.  A  spoken  sentence  seems  to  have  been  divided  when  I  shouldn't  have  been,  causing  'both' 
sentences  to  be  stupid. 

C.  The  correct  word  for  the  medieval  economic  system  is  'feudal,'  not  'futile.'  As  the  author/ 
director  feared  that  your  reporter  might  not  have  understood  this,  he  took  special  care  in  explaining  the 
concept  to  her,  a  fact  which  makes  this  mistake  even  more  embarrassing  on  your  part. 

D.  The  word  is  'jester,'  not  'gester.'  'Futile,'  while  proving  the  ineptitude  of  both  your  writing 
and  editorial  staff,  can  conceivably  go  through  a  spell  check,  but  'gester'  is  not  even  a  word.  Do  you 
not  spell-check?  Do  you  trust  yourselves  that  much?  Please  don't. 

4. 1  cannot  even  begin  to  describe  how  horribly  botched  the  body  of  this  letter  is.  The  reporter  apparently 
got  her  hands  on  a  sheet  designed  for  people  trying  out  for  the  play,  and  tried  to  construct  a  plot 
summary  from  that.  I  will  not  hover  in  too  closely,  for  the  wreckage  is  too  great. 

5.  Crowning  the  tower  of  misquotes  is  an  oddly-placed  quote  from  me.  "This  is  the  most  aggressive 
production  FSC  will  ever  see."  Upon  investigation,  I  discovered  that  Corey  Blake,  the  other  CO-Chair 
of  the  Falcon  Players  said  something  like  this, ("this  is  the  most  aggressive  production  the  Falcon 
players  have  ever  done")  but  he  did  not  include  the  snobbish  overtones  which  your  writer  had  inserted. 
For  this  quote  to  have  been  said  by  me  would  have  been  very  offensive  to  both  the  past  and  future 
members  of  my  group,  who  have  worked  very  hard  and  shall  continue  to  work  in  that  manner  after  this 
production. 

This  letter  may  seem  harsh  and  cruel,  but  I  write  it  out  of  sadness.  My  group  is  very  excited  about 
our  production,  and  we  were  looking  forward  to  a  productive  work  relationship  with  the  Strobe.  I 
would  like  to  thank  you  for  your  effort,  but  I  must  demand  a  written  apology  in  your  paper  correcting 
the  above  problems.  Also,  if  you  intend  to  write  anything  else  about  our  play,  I  would  like  to  see  it 
before  it  goes  to  print,  not  to  interfere  with  your  right  to  free  speech,  but  to  ensure  my  right  to  an 
accurate  and  competent  description  of  my  group's  activities.  I  am  available  at  any  time  for  this  and 
look  forward  to  working  with  you. 


From  the  editor 's  desk 


by  Keith  Fredericks 
Co-Opinion-Editor 


I'm  writing  in  response  to 
Randy  Meech's  letter  to  the 
Strobe  staff.  Our  staff  obviously 
apologizes  for  any  misquotes 
that  are  printed  in  the  Strobe. 
Misquoting  happens  every  day, 
and  is  never  (well,  almost  never) 
intended  by  any  journalist. 
Concerning  the  retraction 
request  by  Mr.  Meech,  our 
editorial  staff  was  content  in 
printing  Mr.  Meech's  letter  to 
accomplish  this  feat.  Now  I  will 
reply  to  Mr.  Meech's  love  letter 
to  the  Strobe. 

Some  schools  like  Umass 


Amherst  publish  a  twenty-page 
paper  every  weekday.  Here  at 
FSC  the  Strobe  is  published  once 
a  week.  It  doesn't  take  a  genius 
to  figure  out  that  a  school  with 
higher  tuition,  enrollment,  and 
money  allocation  will  generally 
have  higher  quality  departments. 
In  most  larger  schools,  the 
journalism  department  is 
responsible  for  producing  the 
school  newspaper.  There  is  not 
a  journalism  major  at  Fitchburg 
State  College.  Only  a  handful 
of  students  donate  their  time  and 
creativity  to  produce  and  publish 
the  Strobe  every  week. 

Randy  Meech  criticizes  the 
content  and  chemistry  of  the 


Strobe.  With  the  exception  of 
his  complaint  about  a  misquote, 
Meech's  entire  letter  was 
irrelevant  and  of  no  help  to 
himself  or  our  school  newspaper. 
All  that  the  letter  illustrated  was 
Mr.  Meech's  under  appreciation 
and  blatant  disrespect  for  an 
organization  here  on  campus. 

The  current  Strobe  staff 
welcomes.  constructive 

criticism,  but  will  not  take 
seriously  any  nonconstructive 
mocking  of  a  department  or 
organization  on  campus. 


A  reporter's  insight 


by  Karen  Druker 
Correspondent 


As  a  student  at  FSC,  I've 
always  felt  that  the  school 
atmosphere  here  was  generally 
pleasant.  People  treated  one 
another  with  respect' and  were 
at  least  somewhat  considerate. 
However,  I  am  beginning  to 
think  differently. 

I  wrote  an  article  in  the 
Strobe  about  the  Falcon  Players 
and  their  upcoming  play,  "Rites 
of  Regression."  Apparently,  it 
was  not  too  well  received  by  the 
Falcon  Players. 

I  spoke  with  Falcon  Player 
co-chairperson  Cory  Blake  and 
arranged  to  interview  the  rest  of 
the  Falcon  Players  during  a 
rehearsal  in  Percival 
Auditorium.  Upon  my  arrival,  I 
made  it  clear  that  I  wanted  input 
about  the  play  and  I  wanted  to 
write  a  fair  article  for  them.  I 
found  it  difficult  to  concentrate 
as  one  student  thought  it 
appropriate  to  bark  like  a  dog. 
Some  of  the  Falcon  Players 
were  extremely  disruptive  and 
treated  me  as  though  I  was 
invisible.  I  gave  them  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt,  thinking 
that  they  were  creative  theater 
people  and  that  it  was  o.k.  I 
nonetheless  kept  an  open  mind 
and  wrote  a  complimentary 
article  about  them 

A  few  days  later  the  Strobe 
received  a  nasty  letter  written  by 
Falcon  Player  co-chairperson 
Randy  Meech.  Meech  claimed 
that  the  article  was 
grammatically  incorrect  and 


everything  the  Strobe  wrote  was 
less  than  adequate.  Meech 
reportedly  told  Features  editor 
Melissa  Cordeiro  that  his  letter 
was  "rude  and  mean."  He  also 
wanted  to  make  clear  that 
Cordeiro  should  not  be  offended 
because  it  was  not  directed 
toward  her.  Well  then  Mr. 
Meech,  who  was  it  directed 
toward? 

I  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  let  Mr.  Meech  and 
everyone  else  know  that  I  am 
aware  that  "jester"  is  spelled 
with  a  "j"  and  not  a"g."  My 
article  was  typed  in  by  someone 
else  at  the  Strobe  who  made  an 
error.  Errors  do  happen. 
Apparently  Mr.  Meech  is 
perfect,  unlike  the  rest  of  us,  and 
cannot  comprehend  error. 

Wake  up  Mr.  Meech!  You  are 
no  better  than  anyone  else  here. 
My  article,  with  the  exception  of 
one  or  two  typos,  did  not  contain 
excessive  errors.  It  was  well 
written  with  appropriate 
sentence  structure  and  grammar. 

I  feel  sorry  for  the  few  Falcon 
Players  who  cooperated  with  me 
and  were  respectful.  Because  of 
Mr.  Meech's  actions  I  no  longer 
care  for  the  Falcon  Players  and 
I  will  not  be  attending  their  play. 
His  letter  to  the  Strobe  was 
inappropriate  and  uncalled  for. 
Falcon  Players,  next  time  write 
your  own  articles  for  the  Strobe, 
I  certainly  won't. 


Skeletons  in  the  closet 

Anonomyous 

Recently  I  was  conducting  business  with  the  Strobe  when  I  found 
Mr.  Meech's  less  than  complementary  letter.  I  was  struck  by  his 
apparantly  short  term  memory.  Last  year  I  volunteered  to  help  out 
as  a  stage  hand  in  a  failing  Falcon  Players  production.  I  seem  to 
recall  such  problems  as  collapsing  stairs,  missing  scenes,  and  what 
appeared  to  be  an  intoxicated  stage  hand.  What  I  don't  recall  is  the 
Strobe  destroying  the  play  in  a  much  deserved  review.  The  letter 
seems  not  only  "harsh  and  cruel,"  but  anal  and  pointless.  II  Mr. 
Meech  can  demand  the  right  to  see  articles  before  they  arc  pub- 
lished, I'd  like  to  see  his  plays  before  I  pay  for  admission. 
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Here  kitty,  kitty,  kitty.  Nice,  kitty,  kitty 


Film  Review  *** 
by  Rick  Rodricks 
A&E  Editor 


The  Ghost  and  the  Darkness 
1996.  Paramount  Pictures 
Coming  soon  to  all  theaters 

The  Ghost  and  the  Darkness 
is  a  thinly  plotted  tale  about  two 
guys  hunting  big  game  in  Africa. 
Despite  little  motivation  for  a 
full  length  feature,  this 
Paramount  Pictures  release 
maintains  interest  because  it  is 
based  on  a  true  story. 

The  true  tale,  which  remains 
part  of  African  folklore  traditiori, 
surrounds  the  mysterious 
behavior  of  two  exceptionally 
predatory  lions.  These  lions 
earned  the  local  nickname 
"Devils  of  the  Night"  because  of 
their  unbelievable  slaughter  of 
over  130  people. 

The  film  goes  far  to  show  the 
brutal  and  cunning  abilities 
possessed  by  these  two  hunting 
cats.  We  see  lions  stalking 
people,  avoiding  hunters,  and 
bringing  about  a  temporary  end 
to  the  expansion  of  the  British 
Empire.  Two  hunters  (Val 
Kilmer,  Michael  Douglas)  must 
kill   the   two   maneaters    to 


convince  local  railway  workers 
that  these  beasts  are  mortal 
animals,  and  not  unnatural 
devils. 

At  times,  the  film  shocks 
viewers  by  showing  the  efficient 
speed  with  which  a  lion  might 
decimate  human  prey.  Other 
times,  it  examines  the  oddity  of 
two  male  lions  working  together 
to  kill  humans. 

Unfortunately,  shot  selection 
and  editing  take  away  from  the 
story.  When  people  are  talking, 
the  edits  jump  from  face  to  face. 
For  example,  one  talking  head 
delivers  lines,  another  head 
nods,  another  says  a  quick  line, 
and  then  we  are  back  to  the  first 
for  a  few  seconds.  The  director 
(Stephen  Hopkins,  Predator  2, 
Blown  Away)  should  have  given 
more  time  to  the  dialogue  and 
saved  the  quick  cuts  for  the 
action  scenes. 

Also,  the  acting  is  mediocre 
at  best.  It  is  hard  to  figure  out 
whose  affected  accent  is 
worse —  Kilmer's  British  droll 
or  Douglas's  Southern  drawl. 
These  guys  might  be  dashing  but 
they  are  not  very  convincing  as 
each  appears  way  too  20th 
century  for  his  part. 

Despite  the  casting  of  super- 


Lady  killer  or  cat  killer?  John  Patterson  (Val  Kilmer)  hunts  two  deadly  lions 
to  save  hirown  skin  in  The  Ghost  and  The  Darkness 


stud  Kilmer  in  the  lead  role,  this 
is  definitely  a  guy  movie.  The 
adventure  of  taming  the  earth 
and  its  beasts  is  the  theme, 
interrupted  only  occasionally  by 
a  few  scenes  of  drunken 
contemplation  and  brief 
mention  of  love  and  fatherhood. 
Fortunately,  this  film  is  not 


all  cheesy.  It  could  easily  have 
been  done  in  the  back  lot  of  the 
studio  with  mechanized  lions 
and  lip-service  to  historical 
accuracy.  The  film  was  shot  on 
location  with  the  lions,  native 
Africans,  and  even  authentic 
actors'  tans.  Costuming  and  sets 
are  both  elaborate  and  well 


detailed. 

Parts  of  this  film  qualify  as 
good  thriller  material.  The 
surround  sound  and  great  effects 
make  this  one  worth  seeing  in 
the  theater  because  it  wi!! 
definitely  lose  something  when 
it  gets  played  on  the  average 
VCR. 


I  was  harassed  by  a  rude  nun 


RATING  SYSTEM 

The  Strobe  uses  a  five-star  system  for  its 
A&E  reviews 


*****a  masterpiece,  one  for  nearly 

everyone 
****  a  solid  work,  a  worthy 

choice 

worth  the  price,  but  not  the  best 

not  worth  it 

ouch! 


Arts  &  Entertainment  Feature 
by  Michael  Poirier 
Sports  Editor 

King  Richard's  Faire 
Carver,  Massachusetts 
ends  this  weekend 

Anyone  who  has  ever 
wondered  what  it  would  have 
been  like  to  live  in  a  time  of 
kings,  knights,  and  chivalry 
should  take  a  trip  to  King 
Richard's  Faire.  Beginning  in 
late  August  and  ending  in  mid- 
October,  this  renaissance  festival 
provides  an  opportunity  to 
experience  life  in  the  Middle 
Ages. 

Singing  executioners,  sword 
swallowers,  and  a  presentation 
nf  Shakesnp.are's  The  Tamino  nf 


takes  place  at  the  end  of  each 
day.  Outside  the  jousting  arena, 
members  of  the  audience  cheer 
for  favorite  knights  as  they 
would  have  five  hundred  years 
ago  in  medieval  England. 

The  festival's  authenticity 
comes  from  performers  who 
remain  in  character  all  day. 
Similar  to  Sturbridge  Village, 
the  role-players  at  King 
Richard's  Faire  believe  they  are 
in  the  past  and  have  no  concept 
of  modern  day  conveniences 
such  as  cars,  telephones,  or 
computers. 

Many  visitors  also  dress  in 
character  and  interact  with 
performers.  If  you  do  not  have 
a  costume,  you  can  rent  one.  I 
played  a  blind  pilgrim  from 
France    was  knighted  hv  Kinc 


and  was  harassed  by  a  rather 
rude  nun. 

The  Faire  offers  souvenirs 
such  as  jewelry,  clothing, 
goblets,  chain  mail,  and  a 
plethora  of  specially  designed 
weapons.  Another  added 
attraction  is  the  food.  Although 
very  expensive,  they  have 
everything  including  turkey's 
legs,  clam  chowder  in  a  bread 
bowl,  and  desserts  such  as 
strawberry  shortcake  and 
chocolate  ice  cream  cake. 

So,  the  next  time  you  are 
sitting  in  English  Literature 
class  reading  about  King  Arthur, 
Lancelot,  or  Sir  Gawain  and  you 
want  to  know  what  the  Middle 
Ages  were  like,  remember  the 
Faire.  Head  down  to  Carver 
some  fall  weekend  and  drink 


English  Department 

to  host  film,  staged  reading 


by  Presley  Reese  and  Rick  Rodricks 
Strobe  Staff 


Henrik  Ibsen's  An  Enemy  of  the  People  will  be  shown  in  the  Ellis 
White  Lecture  Hall  today,  Wednesday,  October  16  and  tomorrow 
Thursday,  October  17  at  3:30  p.m.  A  staged  reading  will  take  place 
in  Percival  Auditorium  on  Wednesday  October  6  at  3:30. 

The  falcon  players,  under  Professor  Chisunka's  direction  and  Dr. 
Bill  Keough  will  read  the  parts.  The  Freshman  Foundation  Program 
sponsors  this  event,  and  refreshments  will  be  served. 

The  1977  film,  directed  by  George  Shaefer  and  starring  Steve 
McQueen  is  based  on  an  adaptation  of  the  Ibsen  original  by  playwright 
Arthur  Miller. 

Critiquing  the  film,  Hallwell's  Film  Guide  says  "Enemy  flounders 
in  a  sea  of  verbiage." 

The  falcon  players  are  FSC's  student  theater  group  who  themselves 
often  flounder  in  a  sea  of  verbiage. 
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Madame  Jayna  predicts  your  future 


by  Jayna  McGuirk 

Avatar  of  Mystical  Wisdom 

Editor's  note:  although  the 
Strobe's  own  Madame  Jayna's 
predictions  are  often  eerily 
accurate,  please  do  not  take  them 
too  seriously.  We  at  the  Strobe 
will  not  be  held  responsible  for 
any  actions  you  take  as  a  result 
of  your  horrorscope. 

ARIES 

March  21  -April  19 

Spill  the  beans!    Secrets  are 

better  when  shared.    A  Pisces 

you  know  has  open  ears.    Tell 

them  and  they'll  offer  great 

advice. 

TAURUS 

April  20  -  May  20 

Be  happy  with  what  you  have. 

It  may  be  nice  to  get  more,  but 

not  right  now.  Cheating  does  not 


pay  for  you!  It's  time  to  be 
honest  and  trustworthy.  You  will 
realize  that  I,  Madame  Jayna,  am 
right  in  a  week. 

GEMINI 

May  21  -  June  21 

You  have  found  an  inner  peace 

that  helps  you  through  the 

semester.  Maintain  this  balance 

in  life,  and  great  things  will 

result.   You  never  let  anything 

slip  by  you.    Enjoy  this  new 

awareness. 

CANCER 

June  22  -  July  22 

Your  world  may  feel  upside 

down  now.  Enjoy  this  chaos,  it 

helps  pass  the  time.  Things  will 

calm  down  by  Friday. 


LEO 
July  23 


August  22 


Make  time  to  reconnect  with  an 
old  friend,  they  need  you  now. 
Your  advice  helps  them  out  and 
won't  go  unnoticed.  Don't  let 
them  talk  you  into  doing 
anything  crazy —  you  might  get 
caught. 

VIRGO 

August  23  -  September  22 
Don't  get  yourself  worked  up 
over  minor  problems,  you  have 
bigger  ones  to  come!  Use  your 
head  and  you  will  get  through 
the  tough  times  ahead. 

LIBRA 

September  23  -  October  23 
Life  is  going  great,  don't  let  your 
easy  living  make  you  a  jerk. 
Help  out  a  friend  that  needs  it, 
your  good  deeds  will  come  back 
to  you. 


SCORPIO 

October  24  -  November  2 1 
Slow  down  and  look  around! 
The  foliage  is  at  its  best  right 
now.  Take  a  long  relaxing  walk, 
it  will  lead  you  to  the  person 
you've  been  looking  for. 

SAGGITARIUS 
November  22  -  December  21 
Time  to  party!!!  You  have 
plenty  of  reasons  to  celebrate. 
You  make  a  connection  to  that 
significant  other.  Let  them 
know  how  much  you  care.  Be 
content,  but  cautious  as  well. 
Someone  is  watching... 
closely...  jealously. 

CAPRICORN 

December  22  -  January  19 
You've  found  true  love!  It  may 
not  be  with  another  person 
though.   That  cute  little  critter 


may  be  the  one  in  love  with  you. 
Treat  them  kindly  and  a  real 
person  might  notice  and  find 
respect. 

AQUARIUS 
January  20  -  February  1 8 
Wild  weekends  are  not  your 
thing  (as  you  know)!  Take  it 
easy  this  upcoming  weekend, 
catch  up  on  your  school  work, 
call  your  friends.  Mend  any 
severed  relationships. 

PISCES 

February  19  -  March  20 
Keep  yourself  open  to  all 
conversations!  You  may  learn 
some  info  you've  been  trying  to 
get.  Celebrate  every  little 
triumph,  it  will  make  life  more 
enjoyable. 


New  urban  drama  Set  it  offtakes  off  next  month 


by  Sonja  Randall 
Co-Editor-in-Chief 


Set  it  Off 

A  new  release  from  New  Line 

Cinema 

In  theatres  November  6 

Rating:  *** 

Imagine  combining  Thelma 
and  Louise  with  Waiting  to 
Exhale  and  you  will  get  Set  it  Off 
a  new  release"  from  New  Line 
Cinema  starring  Jada  Pinkett, 
Vivica  Fox,  Queen  Latifah,  and 
newcomer  Kimberly  Elise  as 
four  women  who  could  have 
given  up,  but  instead  took 
matters  into  their  own  hands. 

Stoney  (Pinkett),  Cleo 
(Latifah),  Frankie  (Fox),  and 
Tisean  (Elise),  are  long  time 
friends  who  want  to  make  a 
better  life  for  themselves  despite 
growing  up  in  the  Los  Angeles 
Projects  . 

What  these  women  don't 
realize  is  that  no  matter  how  hard 
you  try,  the  Projects  will  catch 
up  with  you,  especially  in  a 
Hollywood  movie.  Frankie  loses 
her  job  as  a  bank  teller  when  a 
brother  from  the  hood  takes 
advantage  of  her  position, 
Stoney  tragically  loses  the  one 
thing  that  defines  her  existence, 
and  Tisean  is  tagged  as  an  unfit 
mother  and  loses  her  son.  Oh 


yeah,  the  ever  sexy  and 
charming  Blair  Underwood  is  in 
this  flick  too.  He's  the  reason 
Stoney  wants  to  leave  the  brat 
pack,  but  even  he  isn't  enough 
to  bring  her  to  her  senses. 

This  tangled  web  of  woven 
events  leads  these  women  to 
their  own  destruction  and  a  brief 
occupation  in  a  bank  robbery.  In 
the  end  only  one  women  has  the 
money  and  all  the  memories,  but 
everyone  she  cares  about  is 
gone.  Was  it  really  worth  it?  The 
money  is  fast,  easy,  and 
convenient,  but  eventually 
Stoney  wants  out.  She  has  a 
chance  to  start  over  but  instead 
gives  into  the  loyalty  in  her 
friendships.  Setoff  is  an  extreme 
example  demonstrating  that 
"crime  just  doesn't  pay." 

The  film  is  enjoyable  mainly 
because  there  aren't  many  action 
movies  where  women  get  to  play 
the  really  bad  asses.  "They 
usually  don't  give  these  sort  of 
strong  characters  to  African- 
American  females,"  said  Vivica 
Fox,  also  known  for  her  role  in 
Independence  Day  opposite  Will 
Smith,  "especially  in  action 
movies." 

There  are  some  wonderful 
moments  in  this  film.  "What  are 
you  looking  at,"  says  Cleo  in  the 
middle  of  a  hold-up.  "I'm  a  bitch 
with  a  gun."  If  you  tend  to  cry 


Queen  latifah,  Vivica  Fox,  Jada  Pinkett 
get  ready  to  count  the  loot, 
easily  in  movies,  you  may  want 
to  bring  a  tissue  for  yourself  and 
one  for  that  person  sitting  next 
to  you. 

The  hardest  element  to 
swallow  in  this  film  is  how 
absolutely  busy  two  particular 
LA  detectives  are.  How  is  it  that 
they  just  know  exactly  when  to 
be  there.  Is  it  possible  that  there 
are  only  two  L.A.  cops  in  all  of 
Hollywoodland?  I  don't 
remember  seeing  any  other 


and  Kimberly  Elise 


detectives  in  the  entire  film. 
Perhaps  director  Cole  ran  out  of 
money  and  couldn't  hire  more 
extras. 

Throughout  the  film  I 
constantly  thought  that  if  my 
friends  and  I  were  getting  into 
so  much  trouble  and  if  my  life 
was  so  hard,  I  would  sit  down 
and  seriously  re-examine  my 
life,  maybe  try  to  make  some 
new  friends.  But  then  it  just 
wouldn't  be  Hollywood  if  these 


photo  courtesy  ot  New  Line  Cinema 


characters  had  done  that. 

As  far  as  action  is  concerned, 
it  wasn't  as  bad  as  it  could  have 
been.  No  woman  could  have 
pulled  off  the  action  as  well  as 
Queen  Latifah  did.  My 
prediction  is  that  audiences  will 
be  pleasantly  surprised  by  this 
movie.  Halleluhah  to  Hollywood 
for  giving  a  film  such  as  Set  it 
Off  a  breathing  chance. 
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N       OCCURRED  TO  ME 
Mwm  SHt  HAVE  TO  BURY  MY  CHILD." 


My  son  and  I  never  discussed  organ  and  tissue  donation.  It  just  never 
occurred  to  me.  I  wish  we  had  talked  about  it.  Most  people,  like  myself, 
believe  naively  that  we  will  all  live  forever  -  that  tragedy  doesn't 
happen  to  us,  it  doesn  t  happen  in  our  kinds  of  families.  But  it  does." 


DONATION 


Foryour  free  brochure  about  organ  and  tissue  donation, call  1-800-355-SHARE. 


Coalition  on  Donation 
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Yanks  and  Cards  look  to  revisit f  64 


by  Michael  J.  Poirier 
Sports  Editor 

After  a  1 5-year  absence  the 
team  that  George  (Steinbrenner) 
builrhas  finally  made  it  back  to 
the  Fall  Classic. 

I  can't  honestly  say  I'm  that 
surprised,  but  can  you  believe 
the  inspired  play  of  the  St.  Louis 
Cardinals?  As  of  this  writing  the 
Cards  are  only  one  game  away 
from  sending  the  Atlanta  Braves 
home  for  the  winter.  With  timely 
hitting  from  Brian  Jordan  and 
ex-Brave  Ron  Gant  and  Tony 
Larussa's  deep  bullpen,  the 
Cards  have  made  the  Braves' 
pitching  staff  look  human  and 
the  Braves'  hitters  look  awful. 
Unless  the  Braves  stage  some 
miracle  comeback  we  could  see 
a  replay  of  the  1964  World 
Series  when  the  St.  Louis 
Cardinals,  led  by  Bob  Gibson 
and  MVP  Ken  Boyer,  defeated 
the  Yankees  in  seven  games. 

The  Red  Sox  didn't  get  ex- 


Pirates  manager  Jim  Leyland  as 
he  signed  with  the  Florida 
Marlins.  Among  those  being 
considered  for  the  job  are  ex- 
Phillie  manager  Jim  Fregosi,  ex- 
Met  and  White  Sox  manager  Jeff 
Torborg  and  ex-Oriole  manager 
Phil  Regan.  Isn't  it  amazing  that 
no  matter  how  often  a  manager 
is  fired  he  can  usually  find  work 
somewhere  else?  Sometimes  he 
ends  up  going  back  to  his  old 
team.  Just  ask  Steinbrenner 
about  Billy  Martin. 

After  the  World  Series  the 
Sox  have  to  make  some 
decisions  concerning  personnel. 
Mike  Greenwell  has  announced 
he  isn't  coming  back.  I'm  not 
really  saddened  by  this  and  with 
his  3-million  dollar  salary  freed 
up  maybe  the  Sox  can  get  a 
quality  free-agent  who  doesn't 
get  injured  all  the  time.  The  Sox 
do  need  to  re-sign  Jose  Canseco 
and  Roger  Clemens.  I  know 
Canseco  is  a  crybaby  and 
Clemens  will  never  win  20 


games  again,  buy  where  else  are 
you  going  to  find  a  player  who 
can  hit  20-30  homeruns  when 
he's  not  entirely  healthy  and 
Clemens  still  provides  innings, 
leadership  and  will  always  be 
good  for  a  strikeout  or  two. 

Is  12-year  old  Jeff  Maier  the 
most  popular  non-Yankee  in 
New  York?  After  they  awarded 
Bernie  Williams  the  ALCS 
MVP  he  should  have  thanked 
young  Jeff  for  his  catch  during 
game  one.  I  don't  have  a 
problem  with  young  Mr.  Maier 
at  all.  I'm  27  years  old,  have 
been  to  about  twenty  ballgames 
and  have  never  come  close  to 
catching  a  ball  in  my  life,  so  I 
can  applaud  his  enthusiasm.  The 
problem  I  have  is  with  umpire 
Rich  Garcia  allowing  the 
homerun.  I'm  not  sure  if  Oriole 
outfielder  Tony  Tarasco  would 
have  caught  the  ball,  but  it  was 
pretty  obvious  it  would  not  have 
been  a  homerun.  Instant  Replay 
is  looking  better  and  better  all 


Strike  three  and  you're  out 


by  Michael  J.  Poirier 
Sports  Editor 

First  it  was  the  Roberto 
Alomar  incident,  with  the  um- 
pires threatening  to  strike  if  Mr. 
Alomar  wasn't  properly  pun- 
ished for  spitting  at  John 
Hirschbeck.  I  could  understand 
where  the  men  in  blue  were 
coming  from,  but  for  the  um- 
pires to  go  on  strike  was  just  lu- 
dicrous posturing  and  took  away 
from  the  festive  playoff  atmo- 
sphere. After  that  situation  was 
resolved  then  came  young  12- 
year  old  Jeff  Maier. 

During  game  one  of  the 
ALCS,  with  the  Baltimore  Ori- 
oles leading  4-3,  Yankee  short- 
stop Derek  Jeter  hit  a  deep 
flyball  down  the  rightfield  line. 
As  Oriole  outfielder  Tony 
Tarasco  backed  up  against  the 
wall  to  catch  the  ball,  suddenly 
young  Mr.  Maier  sticks  his  glove 
out  and  snags  what  probably 
would  have  been  an  out  or 
maybe  a  double  at  best.  Umpire 
Richie  Phillips,  who  hustled 
down  the  lire  to  see  the  play, 
ruled  a  homerun,  and  before  you 
can  say  Bucky  Dent,  all  Hell 
broke  loose. 

Tarasco  first  pointed  to  the 
wall  and  then  pointed  out  to 
umpire  Philips  that  he  would 
have  caught  the  ball  had  it  not 
been  for  young  Jeffrey.  Phillips, 
who  saw  the  play  in  its  entirety, 
ruled  against  Tarasco  and  within 
seconds  Orioles'  manager 
Davey  Johnson  and  pitcher 
Armando  Benitez  are  in  Phillips' 
face  demanding  that  the  ruling 
be  overturned.  Meanwhile  NBC 
is  showing  the  replay  of  what  has 
transpired. 


Jeff  Maier,  catcher  of  the  fly. 

After  seeing  the  replay  at 
least  a  half  a  dozen  times,  it's 
painfully  obvious  that  the  young 
man  impeded  Tarasco  from 
catching  the  ball  and  that  Jeter 
should  be  called  out  for  fan  in- 
terference. The  homerun  would 
prove  to  be  important  as  it  tied 
the  game  and  in  the  bottom  of 
the  11th  inning,  ALCS  MVP 
Bernie  Williams  would  hit  the 
game  winning  homerun  to  give 
the  Yanks  the  all  important  first 
game. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  that 
umpires  have  made  critical  mis- 
takes in  criticaPgames.  Does 
anyone  remember  Don  Dekinger 
from  the  1985  World  Series? 
With  the  St.  Louis  Cardinals 
leading  the  Kansas  City  Royals 
in  Game  5,  Dekinger  called  Roy- 
als' pinch  hitter  Jorge  Orta  safe 


photo  courtosy  of  Telegram  &  Gazette 
at  first  when  the  replay  clearly 
showed  that  Cardinal  relief 
pitcher  Todd  Worrell  stepped  on 
the  bag  a  good  two  seconds  be- 
fore Orta.  After  this  the  Royals 
went  on  to  win  not  only  the 
game,  but  the  Series  as  well. 

.'  think  umpires  need  to  uti- 
lize some  form  of  instant  replay. 
I  know  baseball  purists  will  say 
that  it  takes  away  from  the  game, 
that  the  human  factor  is  what 
separates  Baseball  from  the 
other  sports,  but  the  fact  is  no- 
body is  perfect  and  until  umpires 
can  admit  their  mistakes  and 
correct  them,  then  we  as  fans 
will  continue  to  see  mistakes 
such  as  these  being  made  with 
no  recourse.  Hey  Blue,  you 
make  the  call,  let's  just  make  it 
the  risrht  one. 


Mike  Greenwell 

the  time. 

If  the  Cardinals  dispose  of 
the  Braves  I'm  predicting  that 
they  defeat  the  Yankees  in  six 
games.   Look  for  Jordan,  Gant 


File  Photo 


and  Dennis  Eckersley  to  be 
instrumental,  that  is  unless 
Steinbrenner  hires  Jeff  Maier  as 
his  personal  consultant.  Look 
for  World  Series'  updates  next 
week. 
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ACROSS 
1  Ostentatious 

Cisplay 
5  Whirl 
'9  Courage 

13  Always 

14  Borders 

16  Ore  deposit 

17  Facility 

18  Surveillance 

19  Tournament 
type 

20  Synthetic 
materials 

22  Cheerful 

24  Orient 

25  Whitewall  e.g. 

26  Waltz  e.g. 
28  Alcoves 

32  Freight  carrier 

33  Cash 

34  Pastry 

35  Fad 

36  Stories 

37  Created 

38  Frost 

39  Soft  flat  cap 

40  Gaited  horse 

41  Omens 

43  Liquid  measure 

44  Terminates 

45  Color 

46  Sense  of  taste 
49  Difference 

53  Employs 

54  Chair  rung 

56  Reflected  sound 

57  Fishing  cord 

58  Binge 

59  Atmospheric 
hazard 


60  Girl 

61  Sea  gun 

62  Stitches 

DOWN 
1  Sound  from  a 
nest 

2  Elliptical 

3  Tableland 

i  leasing  bearing 
a  Correct 
manuscripts 

6  Public  decree 

7  'ncrtes  to  action 
0  Hawaiian 

gar/arid 

9  Light  bulb 
covers 

10  Large  cord 

11  Notion 

12  Canvas  shelter 
15  Artificial 

channels 
21  Short  nail 
23  Victim 

25  Doctrine 

26  Constellation 

27  Boring  tool 

28  Parts  for 
actors 

29  Area 

30  Downy  sea  duck 

31  Prophet 

32  Journey 

33  Selling  places 

36  Proffers 

37  Bed  pad 

39  Talent 

40  Pub  measure 


^|Janta/izes 
«  Shade  tree 
45  Photographic 

solution 

46  Influence 

47  Continent 

48  Optical  glass 

49  Heal 


50  Highest  point 

51  Display 

52  Clothing 

55  Make  a  choice 
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Lancers  spear  Falcons  66-24 


by  Michael  J.  Poirier 
Sports  Editor 

David  and  Goliath  met  again 
in  Worcester  on  Saturday  and 
this  time  Goliath  won,  big.  In  a 
Sterling  Cup  matchup  the 
undefeated  and  Division  III 
ranked  Worcester  State  Lancers 
soundly  defeated  winless 
Fitchburg  State  66-24,  racking 
up  over  600  total  yards  in 
the  process. 

The  Lancers,  led  by 
WSC      junior      Bill 
Molinari,  scored  three 
touchdowns    in    the 
game's     first     five 
minutes.         Falcon 
quarterback    Jason 
Dyer  was  picked  off 
by  Worcester  State's 
Steve  Hathaway  and 
returned  the 

interception  back  16 
yards  for  the  Lancer's  first 
touchdown.  Molinari,  who 
rushed  for  177  yards  on  8 
carries,  then  scored  on  a  65-yard 
run  and  within  minutes  WSC 
quarterback  Jeff  Caputo  scored 


on  a  60-yard  option  keeper. 

Molinari  would  again  prove 
to  be  a  spear  in  the  Falcon's  side 
as  he  scored  on  a  69-yard  run. 
After  a  16-yard  run  by  WSC 
fullback  Matt  Burden,  Molinari 
scored  once  more  to  put  the 
Lancers  up  38-0  late  in  the 
second  quarter.  The  Falcons  did 
manage  to  score  just  before  the 


half  on  a  50-yard  pass  from 
Dyer  to  Keith  Coutu. 

It  didn't  get  much  easier  for 
Fitchburg  State  in  the  second 
half  as  WSC  running  back  Todd 
Daskowski,  who  rushed  for  131 
yards  on  1 3  carries,  scored  twice 


for  the  Lancers  and  helped 
Worcester  State  build  a  66-12 
lead  through  the  fourth  quarter. 

Even  with  the  defeat  there 
were  some  highlights  for  the 
Falcons.  Greg  McClintock  had 
an  outstanding  day  catching 
four  passes  for  145  yards  and 
scoring  two  touchdowns.  With 
his  two  touchdowns  this  gives 
McClintock  five  on  the  season, 
a  new  school  record.  Dyer  also 
had  a  solid  game  with  253  yards 
passing  and  four  touchdowns,  a 
new  career  high  for  him. 

The  WSC  defense  proved  to 
be  too  much  for  the  Falcons  as 
they  held  their  running  game  to 
a  minus-35  yards  rushing, 
intercepted  three  of  Dyer's 
passes  and  sacked  him  nine 
times.  On  the  other  hand  the 
running  game  of  the  Lancers, 
led  by  Molinari  and  Daskowski, 
rushed  for  over  500  yards  and 
scored  nine  of  the  team's  ten 
touchdowns. 

The  Falcons,  currently  0-5, 
take  on  Mass.  Maritime  at  home 
on  October  19th.  The  game 
starts  at  1 :00. 


Weekly  wrap-up 

The  Women's  Soccer  team  defeated  Roger  Williams  2-0. 
Karen  Irving  posted  her  sixth  shutout  of  the  season. 

The  Women's  Volleyball  team  lost  to  Anna  Maria,  putting 
their  record  at  5-13  on  the  season.  Their  next  home  game 
is  tonight  against  Bridgewater  State. 

The  Field  Hockey  team  lost  to  Maine-Farmington  Saturday 
in  a  tough  1-0  overtime  loss  on  Saturday.  Their  next  home 
game  is  Oct  19th  against  Simmons  College. 

The  Men's  Soccer  team  lost  3-0  against  Westfield  State. 
The  defeat  puts  them  at  2-9  for  the  season.  Next  home 
game:  Oct  19th  vs.  Salem  State. 


STERLING  CUP  UPDATE 

On  October  8th  the  Women's  Soccer  team  lost  to  the  Lady 
Lancers  of  Worcester  State  2-0  and  with  the  football  team 
losing  66-24,  Worcester  State  takes  a  commanding  3- 1  lead 
in  Sterling  Cup  play. 


Lady  Falcon  Sara  Valley  gets  ahead 
start  in  this  year's  new  fall  ball  pro- 
gram,     photo  by  Philip  Maiewski 


INTRAMURALS 

**  SIGN-UP  NOW** 


ROSTERS  DUE:  Oct.  18th 


Intramural  corner 


by  Brian  Bicknell 
Correspondent 


WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL 


This  past  week  saw  some  exciting  action  in  Women's 
intramural  basketball.  Stacee  Shanks  pulled  down  enough 
rebounds  to  put  Dennis  Rodman  to  shame  while  Erika  Allston 
and  Sarah  Harding  got  nothing  but  the  bottom  of  the  net  with 
numerous  jumpshots  and  fadeaways. 

STREET  HOCKEY  STANDINGS 


Team                   Wins 

Losses 

Pts 

Champions             3 

0 

6 

Ostriches                2 

2 

4 

My  Johns                2 

1 

4 

Fire  Engines           2 

2 

4 

CBC                       1 

2 

2 

Townies                 0 

3 

0 

SOFTBALL 

by  Carlos  Alberto  Jr. 

* 

Monday  October  7th  saw  Fitchburg's  Finest  crush  CBC 
14-4.  Offensive  standouts  for  the  Finest  were  Tom  "Nature 
Boy"  Levett  with  three  hits,  including  two  homeruns  and  five 
RBI,  and  Mike  Donaghy  with  two  triples  and  three  RBI.  CBC 
drew  first  blood  with  four  runs  in  the  first,  but  the  Finest  scored 
fourteen  unanswered  runs  including  a  seven-run  first  inning 
for  them,  highlighted  by  Kim  Nolan's  first  inning  rope.  Nolan 
also  contributed  with  three  hits. 

The  second  game  of  the  day  saw  Sig  Tau  display  some 
offensive  punch  by  beating  up  on  SD  &  SP  17-4.  Jim 
Darcangello  had  a  double  and  a  homerun  and  Scott  Chouinard 
had  three  singles  for  Sig  Tau.  SD  &  SP  were  led  by  Ryan 
Connoly  with  two  hits.  Sig  Tau's  big  inning  was  the  seventh 
when  they  scored  twelve  runs  on  ten  hits,  putting  the  game 
out  of  reach. 

Completing  the  tripleheader  that  day  the  Bronx  Bombers 
defeated  the  Ball  Bangers  in  a  tight  4-1  contest.  Highlights 
were  Chuck  Flaco's  two  doubles  and  Derek  Jeter  scattering 
one  run  over  seven  innings. 

Last  Wednesday  Fitchburg's  Finest  continued  its  impressive 
play  by  eliminating  the  Bronx  Bombers  from  post  season  play 
with  a  12-6  victory.  Finest's  pitcher  Laura  Zaos  raised  her 
record  to  a  perfect  5-0  and  is  a  strong  candidate  for  rookie  of 
the  year  honors.  Mike  Donaghy  contributed  to  the  game  with 
a  homerun  and  a  double  while  Shawn  Hennesy  pitched  in  with 
three  singles.  Heading  into  the  playoffs  Fitchburg's  Finest 
are  led  by  hard  hitting  left  fielder  "Nature  Boy"  Levett,  who 
leads  the  club  with  five  homeruns,  and  defensive  specialist 
Kim  Nolan,  who  is  hitting  a  robust  .354.  Although  their  season 
ended  prematurely  the  Bombers  got  positive  contributions  from 
centerfielder  Chuck  Flaco  and  leftfielder  Aaron  "Bacon  Boy" 
Bigmore. 

In  the  second  game  that  day,  The  Sailors  crushed  CBC  by 
a  19-9  score.  Leading  the  offensive  attack  for  The  Sailors 
were  S.  Soenson  who  went  5-6,  including  a  homerun  and  four 
runs  scored  and  Jim  Gitano  and  Tom  Smart  also  contributed 
with  five  hits  apiece.  CBC  was  led  by  their  strong  hitting 
first-basemen  J.  Oatis,  who  chipped  in  four  hits  of  his  own. 
SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 


Wednesday  Oct  16 

4:30  SD  &  SP  vs.  Ball  Bangers 

5:30  make-up  game 

Thursday  Oct  17 

make-up  games 

Monday  Oct  21 

playoff 

games 

Tuesday  Oct  22 

-  playoff 

games 
INTRAMURAL 

SOFTBALL  STANDINGS 

ATHLETES    OF    THE 

as  of  October  8  . 

WEEK 

Team 

September  29  -  October  5  - 

Fitchburg's  Finest 

5-0 

Tom  Gordon 

Dodgers 

4-1 

October  6  -  October  12  -  S. 

Gamblers 

3-1 

Sorenson 

Bronx  Bombers 

3-3 

CBC 

2-3 

INTRAMURAL  GREEK 

Sig  Tau- 

2-3 

ATHLETES    OF    THE 

Ball  Bangers 

1-3 

WEEK 

Sailors 

2-4 

September  29  -  October  5  - 

SD&SP 

0-4 

Sarah  Buitenhuys 

October  6  -  October  1 2  -  Jim 

